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PREFACE. 


27 S *r 


6th November, 1795. 
It is alleged the Propoſitions, in the 
following Sheets, would occaſion an 
Inſurrection. An Inſurrection, againſt 
the Government and the Maſs of the 
People ! ſeems to be a Contradiction in 
terms! If Government has the Mays of the 
People on Its fide, It is eſtabliſhed on a 
Rock But if effe&/nal meaſures are not 
taken to reduce the Price of Proviſions, 
will Government have the Maſs of the 
People cordially on [!'s fide ? 

It is further alleged that the only way 
to have plenty of every thing 1s to leave 
the /alc free: In ſupport of this poſition 
Mr. Fox's. Speech is produced: I am not 
much under the influence of Authorities: 
Is not the Sale now free, and does not. 
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the preſent Scarcity prove the fallacy of 
the Principle, when appiied to the 
Necęſſuries of Life * It may be allowed 
to have much force in matters of chice 


or CONVenience, becauſe it the Price is made 
exorbitant, the uſe will be relinquiſhed; 
and thus the Purchaſer has, in his own 
power, a cect againſt combirations but in 
things of the fir/? nece/fily there is not an 
option of diſiſe, and therefore the Principle 
is grounded on an hypothetick Opinion, 
contradicting the Wiſdom of our Anceſ- 
tors, and ill adapted to the preſent 
Times of Combination and Speculation. 
Were there no Speculators, or Middle 
Men, there might be free vent at a fair 
price, but Whilſt there are Corn-Dealers, 
or Speculating Farmers, whoic intereſt it 
is to ſell as dear as poſſible, there can be 
no free vent at a fair price: for Corn muſt 
>: 7:4! and when it is conſidered that 
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24,964 Tons of Flour, * ſuppoſing there 
are eight M:/i:0jzs of People in England, 
would d ſupply one week's hread, the 
ſuppoſition of an effefiual Snpply from 
abroad is c/himerical ! 
Mr. Fox juſtly ſtated that the preſent 
ligh Price was not confined to Corn, but 
extended to the Produce of the Dairy, 
where no cauſe could be alleged from the 
unfavourablencſs of the Seaſon: Does not 


this ſerve as a further proof, that a ſree 
vent is incompetert to produce a fair price? 
Mr. Fox might have added the high price 
of Coals, and of every other neceſſary of 
Life, into his Iſt of grievances under 
which the Poor labour. In regard to 
Cale, Jam affured that the Sale in the 

Pool 


* A Buſhel of Flour weighs 56 1b. it makes 4 peck 
or 16 Quartern Loaves, each Perſon conſumes zwus 
Quartern Loaves per week, therefore $ perſonsconſuming 
one buſhel, 8 millions will conſume 1 million of Buthels, 
which being 30 Ib. etch, amounts to 56,000,000 b. at 
20 h. or 2240 lb. per Ton, makes 24,964 Tons 5 h. 
2. qr. 24 lb. at 5 sh, per Buthel, amounting to £250,909 
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Pool is not an gen Sale, but that none, 
except Subſcribers, are admitted to the 
Room where it is made, and even then, the 
Great and Oppulent Dealers, in a manner. 
monopolize the Cale, or at leaſt fix the 
Price, ſo that the Publick lyc at their mercy. 

Mr. Pitt's propoſition of mixing Indian- 
Corn, Barley, &c. with Whcat for Bread, 
will encreaſe diſcontcnt, inftead of re- 
moving it; for the pooreſt induſtrious 
Engliſnman thinks he has a right to cat 
good wheaten Bread ;: and although the 
Scotch Peaſant may be ted on oatmceal 
porridge, an Engliſhman will revolt at 


the Idea! a proper diſtinction is not made 


between a Scarcity and a Famine! in the 
laſt, Men will be glad to get Barley-Bread, 
Oatmeal, Pijgnuts, Acorns, or any thing 
to ſuſtain Late, but until there is a Famine 
Engliſhmen will expect to have good Bread. 
Mr. Fox juſtly pointed out the error of 
confounding what was palatable with what 


was 
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was 141ritrve, which laſt confideration was 
of the higheſt importance to the poor, 
whoſe chief Food is Bread. 

The only probable way, to get any of 
theſe mixtures brought to a fair trial, is by 
rating them at a very low price, and 
keeping the Wheaten Bread pure and 
unmixed, marked on the Loaf W. Let 
all the other mixtures have diſtinctive 
Letters, R Ryc, W R Wheat and Rye, 
I Indian Corn, WI Wheat and Indian 
Corn, B Parley, W B Wheat and Barley, 
WP Wheat and Potatocs, but it ſeems 
ridiculous to mix 290d Potatoes in bread, 
as they are ſo generally caten by them- 
ſelves, and as it is alleged the mixing 
them in Bread is additional labour, Without 
any additional benefit. 5 

If the Experiments are true, that no 
other grain affords equal nouriſhment 
as wheat, every attempt to adulteratc 
wheaten bread, will be a loſs to the Poor, 
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„ 
inſtead of a benefit: and although brow? 
bread made with a mixture of rye is more 
palatable, I know, by my own experience, 
it is not ſo wholeſome as pure wheaten 
bread ; without taking into account the 
difference of nouriſhment. 

Parſon Horne, in his ſpeech at the 
dinner Yeſterday, as ſtrated in the News 
Papers, has endeavoured not only to 
render Mr. Pitt's ſcheme ridiculous, but 
to repreſent 1t as part of a Syſtem to 
ſubvert the Liberties of the Feople, by 
debaſing them with the food of Slaves, 
aud ranking them as ſuch : Thus endea- 
vouring to raiſe popular diſcontent on 
the Jealouſy of Freemen, inflamed by 
actual gricvance, for ſuch, an exorbitant 
price, or debaſement of the quality, of 
their Food, will ever be deemed. 

The laſt year's whim of Brown Bread, 
might {erve, for a moment, to delude 
the People with a Notion, that the Rich 

were 


„ 
were ſacriſicing their Comforts for the 
benejii of the Poor: But to have anſwered 
that Purpoſe, it ſhould have been con- 
fined to the Families of the Rich: the 
Poor were not ſatisfied; they complained, 
that the Bread afforded e nouriſhinent, 
to which the abatement in price bore no 
proportion. It was ſtated an eleventh part 
of wheat was ſaved by this admixture of 
Bran: Indeed when we conſider the 
matter fairly, ſince Bran affords #9 1027ri/h- 
nent, the Poor Man gains nothing by this 
Saving of Wheat, but on the contrary is 
obliged to buy Bran, which he does not 
want, and gets no more nouriſkment from 
this unpalatable Bread, than his money 
would have purchaſed in good Bread, if no 
Bran had been put into the Bread. 

May it not be worth attention whether 
inſtead of adulterating Bread it might 
not be better to ſubſtitute Barley Broth, 
without Bread, as a Sunday s dinner to the 
2 Cn Poor 
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Poor as well as to the Rich; Seven weeks 
in the Year would be a ſaving of 875,000 
Quarters, or 7 millions of Buſhels of Flour; 
at 5 sh. per buſhel, amounting to £1,750, 
ooo per annum, or above 174,000 Tons 
importation, wereſuchan importation poffible. 

The Severity of Laws to reſtrain mobs, 
although very proper in itielt, ſhould 
follow the relief of the People's diſtreſs, 
inſtead of going before it: For when the 
inherent Spirit of Engliſhmen 1s con- 
ſidered, It muſt be obvious, that Reaſon 
muft attend ſeverity to make it effe&7ual : 
which is the true foundation of V hig- 
Government: Every other mode will be 
attended, in all human probability, with 
fatal conſequences. 
I am as zealouſly attached to His Preſent 
Majeſty, as any one of His Subjects, from 
a full conviction that it is His /, to 
reign the Father of a Free and Happy 
People! and I am, from a retroſpect of 

1 Hiſtory 
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Hiftory, and a View of Man in almoſt 
every ſtate of civilization, enthuſiaſtically 
devoted to our pretint excellent Conſti- 


tution of Government, in King, Lords, 
and Commons, by which, each Eſtate 
has a full and rh negative to every 
Law propoſed: and by which, the voice 
of the People, may be freely conveyed, 
individually or conjuintly, to The Throne, 
or to Either Houte of Parliament! | 

Too far advanced m Life, and too 
infirm in Conſtitution, to have Ambition; 
enjoying an honourable Competency the 
reward of Publick Services; Feeling 
warmly for my Country, but without an 
intereſt, or paſſion, inciting to any change 
in Government; although I am not repre- 
ſented, without a with, to, what is called, 
a Reform in parliament, finding that the 
preſent Conſtitution affords me every 


ſecurity I can deſire, and every power an 
Individual can enjoy, of giving his opinion 
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to the Publick, I lament to ſee the Bill 
brought into the Houſe of Lords, for the 
alleged protection of His Majeſty's Perſon! 
and Security of the Conſtitution! even 
if it be ſuppoſed, and the favourable 
opinion I entertain of the Miniſtry obliges 
me to ſuppoſe, that this Bill is only 
meant to aiord an opportunity to His 
Majeſty, by His Veto, to teſtify that He 
diſdains to abridge the Liberiies of His 
Loving and Faithful Subjects, for any pre- 
tended Security to IIis own Perſon-—in 
caſe the probable conjecture of the Duke 
of Bedford ſhould take place, a full re- 
monſtrance, againſt the Bill, from the 
Maſs of the People, may ſtop the Bill, 
in its progreſs, before it comes to His 
Majcity's Vero. 

Is it wite to give any effect to the 
miſrepreſentations of a few miſereants. 


by affording a Suſpicion that either Houſe 


of Parliament is diſpoſed to abridge the 
Liberties 


14...) 


Liberties eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, 


when the Stuart Family was expelled 
from the Throne, by introducing Laws 
of FTreuſon, grounded on the principles 
of arbitrary and proſtitute Times! | 
Laws made for Individuals und not for 
Crimes, will always produce the moſt 
violent and tanguinary conſequences! To 
day they may be conſtrued to affect the 
Duke of Bedford, Lord Lauderdale, Parſon 
Horne, Apothecary Jones, Lecturer 
Thelwall, or Shoemaker Hardy; to-mor- 
row Mr. Pitt, Lord-Chan. Wedderburn, 
Lord Hawkeſbury, Sccretary Dundas, 
Juſticc Bond, or Conſtable Stockdale. 
But, for ſake of argument, let us, 
for a moment, admit This Eill is paſſed 
into an Act. It would be nugatory unleſs 
the Liberty of the Preſs was totally 
aboliſhed! In the preſent ſtate of Liter- 
ature it would require a Legion of Licen- 
ces! Exery Newspaper, before printing, 
muſt 
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muſt be read with the eye of a Political 
Critic, let, in ſome Advertiſement of 
a quack Medicine, there may be a 
Noftrum for mending the Conflitntion or 
Government! The procccu.ugs of the 
French Aſemblics muſt on no account 
be inſerted, leſt they ſhould become 
conſtructive treaſo.v by inuends; a famous 
trial will occur to every one's recollection 
when by innuendo Fanny Murray was 
ſaid to mean the Virgin Mary! The rue 
Friends to His Majeſty will lament that 


miſtaken Friends ſhould hazard to bring 


back the turbulence which miſguided 
zeal then produced: Our mild and equa] 


Laws will be found competent to govern 


rational Enghihmen, when not inflamed 
by the Jealouty of Freemen ! Liberty is 


the Idol of Engliſnmen, to which, if it 
is deemed neceſſary, they will ſacrifice 


Life, Loyalty and every thing that is dear! 


Although nothing clic, but a competition 
| between 


between their Liberties and Prerogative, 
will ever ſhake their attachment to their 
Sovereign! In ſuch a Conteſt it would 
be duſt on the Ballance! 

Not only the Liheriv of the Preſs muſt 
be aboliſhed, to give effect to ſuch a 
Law, but all orr pn, as well as antient 
Authors, mult be de!'royed with a gothic 
jury; nay even the BIBLE itſelf! for all 
of them will yield matter tor conitructve 
_ Treaton.---for example 
Put not your truſt in Princes. BiBLE. - 


To your Tents, O Itracl, now ſee to thine own 
honſe, David. Br E. 
Dulce, & decorum ct pro Patria mori. Hokack. 

5) Violandum eit jus? regnandt cauſa violandum 
eſt. CESAR. 
Moriens, Dumnoris dixit, ſc cette liberum, liberæque 
civitatis. CAR. 


To reign, is worth ambition. MILTON 


Liberty to thee is ow ing; 

What e'er of Bliſs is worth beſtow ing; 

Delights, fill varied, and diyine, 

Sweet Goddeſs of the Hills are thine, 

BROOKE, 
When 
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—When Liberty 1s gone, 

Lite grows inſipid, and has loſt its reliſh. 


ADDISORX, 


Theſe and a thouſand other examples 
that might be quoted; would ali come 
within the wide pale of conſtructive 
Treaſon by innuendo, 

Let us for a moment conſider what 
would be the probable conſequence to 
His Majeſty, from ſuch a Law; Inſtead 
of enjoying Himiclt hke a Man as He 


now does, ſecured by the AHection of 


His People; He muſt at all times be 


ſurrounded with Guards, like an Eaſtern. 
Deſpot! and how inciteQual Guards are, 
is notorious, for the inſults of the few 
miſcreants, that gave occation to this 
Bill, happened when His Majeſty was 
ſurrounded with Guard;, in an unuſual 
manner; indeed When the undaunted 
Spirit of Engliſhmen is confidered, and 
how every thing like compiurlſiou provokes 

them 


C182) 
them, to court danger, by defiance, I 
would not be ſurprizing, if it ſhould = 
found, that the Stones thrown againſt 
His Majeſty's Carriage, in a manner {0 
indecent and flagitious, proceeded from 


the ſight of Guards unuſuaily placed: for 


had the Malevolence of the few miſcreants 
excited them to Iyury, inſtead of Tnfult, 
what could have been done? The Perſons 
are {till unknown, notwithſtanding the 
Proclamation offering a Reward for the 
Diicovery: but the generous Spirit of 
Engliſhmen makes them abh-: the idea 
of murder ! and by that alcwe can any 
Men's Life be protected! the Murderer 
is an ozvtca/t, even of His 0297 SOCKTY, in 
this Lite, could he harden his heart 
againſt che DiviSeE Vati, which will, 
moſt certainly, at length bring him to 
condren Puniſhment. 
After His Majeſty's Return a Perſon 


Was carried on Men's Shoulders, as it 


into conſequence by proſecution. 


5 
were in triumph, acroſs the Parade 


towards the Horte-Guards, It that Perſon 
could be diſcovered, it 1s poſſible ſome 


Judgement might be formed, who were 


the Inſtigators? I was elevated at too great 
a diſtance to diſtinguiſh the Perſon of 
the Man, ſuppoſed to be carried in 
triumph, and although the fact is truc, 
that a Man was carried acroſs the Parade, 
the Inference may be falſe, that he was 
carried in Triumph: It he was carried 
in Triumph, probably he was attended 
by the whole of the riotous mob, and 
I do not think the mob of raggamuffins. 
that attended him, was #/7y in number: 
but not knowing that any Inſult had been 


offered to His Majeſty, I took little notice; 


as I thought it might be one of the 


Ephemeris of Wob-popularity, who wall 
ſoon ſink into inſignificance, if not exalted 


Great 
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Great pains have been taken to magnify 
the Numbers who ſwarmed, like a cluſter 
of Bees, around His Majeſty's Carriage: 
the intention 1s obviouſly to prejudice the 
People in remote parts of the Country, 
with an opinion that it was the multitude 
of the Inhabitants of London, who 
crouded out, to teſtify their diſcontent: 
That the Numbers have been greatly 
exaggerated I am confident, for the 
Elevation of my poſition enabled me to 
lee the whole Swarm, in one view: I 
took notice, at the time, to a Friend, 
that the Croud was compoled in great 
part by Women, many with Children in 
their arms; The numbers may be deter- 
mined with competent preciſion, for J 


am perfectly convinced, from my obſer- 
vation of the Swarm, That it might all 
have been compriſed on the Space of the 
Parade, between the Admiralty Garden 
Wall and the Treaſury: the Space occu- 
pied by a Man being caſily aſcertainable, 

oh b The 
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The ſize of the Parade will determine 
how many it can hold. 
The cocrcive nature of the Bill will 
tend to confirm the faiſe repreſentation 
concerning the numbers of diſcontented 
Perſons about London; for it will natu- 
rally be ſaid, if the Numbers of diſcon- 
tented are really /o few, what neceſſity 
can there be for rigorous Laws: if Theſe 
Meetings are worth notice, why do not 


the Multitudes of His Majeſty's faithful 


Subjects, drown the clamours of Diſ- | 


affection, by the Acclamations of Loyalty! 


The beſt mode of treating thoſe Aſſem- 


blies is by Contempt, if the Conduct of 
any Individual does not bring him under 
the laſh of the preſent Laws; Force will 


neither produce conviction, nor ſtop diſ- 


content; but the deluded multitude, 
when left alone, will ſoon tire, of attend- 
ing Spouting Political Clubs, as of every 
other whim of the day. 

FEE It 
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It ſeems, on every view, that it would 
have been better, ſuch a Bill had never 
been introduced; but 1ince it has been 
introduced, the beſt way to get rid of 
it, appears to be, by a meſſage from His 
Majeſty. 

It is alleged, that the number of People 
in deb! makes violent mcatures necetJary, 
for the preſervation of the Conſtitution; 
as ſuch Men are deſperate. It muſt be 
_ obſerved Debts are of two kinds, Debts 
of Cavenience where the Property of the 
Debtor is amply ſufficient to anſwer all 
claims upon him, but cannot be converted 
immediately into money without very 
great inconvenience; Such Dehlors, ſo far 
from being in deſperate circumſtances; 
have a double tyc upon them to pret-rve 
the preſent order of Things. Debts of 
Neceſfity, where there is no reſponſible 
Property, will indeed make men defþerate: 
but do the Mays of the People come under 
this deſcription? Docs it not rather refer 

/ to 
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gerous to the Conſtitution, if They obtain 
a ſeat in cither Houſe of Parliament, than 


4% 


to the higher Orders? and may it not be 
fairly urged, that ſuch Men are more dan- 


in Publick Meetings: 
There is ſome appcaranceof Impropriety, 
in an Individual dictating his opinions 
to the Publick: I meant that theſe 
Thouzhts ſhould have gone into the 
World without a name; but, on a retroſ- 
pet, there ſeems to be a call to avow 


them with the name of 
No. 62, High Street, 


Mary Go-bons A. Dalrymplc. 
16th November, 1795. 
P. S. The meaſure of giving a Bounty 
to Merchants on the importation of Corn, 
if that Corn was to be delivered to the 
Publick at a fixed price, might have a good 
effect on the markets; but Merchants 
importing it to // for their own account, 
will do no good to the Poor: The 
Government ought to purchaſe all they 
can, and leave Merchants to buy what 
the Government cannot get. 


31 Oc. 1795. 
Tur critical ſituation of this Country, 
from the late exorbitant, and preſent high, 
price of Corn; truely demands the earlieſt, 
and moſt confiderate, attention of Parliament. 


It muſt be the with of every One, that the 
pooreſt Cottager in this Kingdom ſhall, by 
his Induſtry, be able to obtain plenty of 
wholeſome food, for himſelf and family. 


The Strength of a Country 1s in the popu- 
louſneſs of the lower Claſſes of the People; 
but it is in vain to expect an increaſe of 
People, without plenty of food. 


Every attempt, effectually to remove the 
diſtreſs, without determining whether the 
Scarcity was wholly attual, or partly artificial, 
will fail. 


Tf xwholly afual, it will be neceſſary to en- 
quire, what meaſures can be taken to prevent 
A the 
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the like Calamity, by inveſtigating the Cauſes: 
If it proceeds from the ronfup/ion excecd- 
ing the grow/h; That can, for the preſent, 


only, be remedied by mportation, of a quuint- 


lily of Grain to compleat the deficiency, at the 
Publick Expence, if necellary. 

But how can it be known, but by knowing 
the Quantity of Grain produced, and the 
quantity required tor conjumption, whether the 
conſumption exceeds the growth or not ? 

The importation of Gram is very ruinous 
to a Country, as tending to depreciate the 
value of Land, and conlequently leffen the 
Reſources, to be drawn from the People at 
large: at the ſame time that it drums off, the 
atlual wealth of the Kingdom, in a manner 
the molt deſtructive. | 

Bur, notwitliſtanding the many and ſolid 
objections againſt the meaſure ; It may be- 
come abſolutely neceffary for the ſuffenance 


of the People: when neither the expence, 


nor any other conſideration, can be admitted 
for a moment to oppole it. 
But 


(8) 
But altho' this neceſſity of importation, if it 
does exiſt, muſt ſuperſede every other 
conſideration; It is highly expedient, to take 
every means, to make it but a temporary 
meaſure, by bringing more Land into cul- 
tivation of J/heat, if the conſumption ever 


exceeds the growth. 


It is alleged that this is proven by the 
experience of many years paſt, as there has 
been a conſtant Importation and no [Expor- 
| tation If the Fact was certain; the Inference 
might be admitted; but there may have 
been an £Zxportation, although the Cuſtom- 
Houte Books do not ſhew ſuch Exportation, 
fince the Bounty being only payable on 
exportation, when Corn is at a /ow-price, the 
price of Wheat, at Foreign Markets, may 
have induced a clandeſtine exportation 
without Bounty; not to mention what has 
been conſumed in Di/tillery. 


On the other hand, It is obſerved, that 
l heat was brought to Market, when the 
Price became evorvitant ; not only Foreign 

e > IV heat, 
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Il heat, but Eugliſi Wheat; Wheat being fold, 


at however high a price, proves the exiftence 
of IJ heal to fell, the Stock of which was not 
encreaſed by the exorbitancy of the Price. 


This Country 1s, at preſent, a Country of 
untverfal Sheculation : It is not confined to 
the Merchant, but, ſince the extenſion of 
Farms, The Farmers are in general e 
culutors; the Farmer, who had a ſmall Farm, 
was obliged to bring his Grain to Market, 
as ſoon as poſſible, in order to pay his Rent, 
tupport his Family, and carry on his bu- 
ſineſs; But the great Farms, although per- 
haps more productive, enable the Farmers 
to withold their Grain 'till the Market 
riſes to their wiſh, and the general diſpo- 
ſition to /ell for the he they can, muſt 
be notoriouſly obvious to Every Man of 
Obſervation, not confined to the mere Far- 
mer only, but to extend equally to Gen- 
tlemen of Property; with ſome Exceptions, 
it muſt be allowed, in both Claſſes. 


The 


C5) 

The Argument, therefore, that the High 
Price proves the Scarcity, does not appear, by 
any means, concluſive; eſpecially as the 
Iligh Price, at prefect, cannot proceed from 
want of Crain, ſince the Crop, however 
ſmall, cannot have been conſumed by his 
time : and conſequently the Price 1s occa- 
ſioned by the Specrlation, of what wil! be 
the deficiency hereafter. 


It is alleged Corn cannot be threſhed 
faſt enough to ſupply the Markets; but 
Engines, for threſhing Corn, might have 
been generally introduced; and it 1s a 
diſgrace to the Government of a Country, to 
permit Mobs to deſtroy thoſe Engines 
adapred to relieve the Common Wants : 
it 1s the great advantage of a Civilized 
Country, that it can call in the aſſiſtance of 
Engines, when Hands are employed, in the 
Army and Navy, for the protection of the 
Country. LE, | 


That the extenſivxe Commons in England 
would admit of much additional Land being 
. brough 
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brought into cultivation, is a ſelf-evident 
Truth ; If more Land, at preſent Common, 
is brought into cultivation, It may be ex- 
pedient to conſider, whether the Cottagers, 
or {mall Frecholders, would not be more 
benefited by the /a/e of their equivalent, 
and formation of the Produce into a und, 
for ſupplying them with bread and coals 
at a moderate rate ; whenever they cannot 
ſupply themſelves more to their fatisfac- 
tion. 

It is alſo proper, whenever Encloſures 
are made, that they ſhould not be ad- 
mitted to encroach upon Cottages, or the 


ſmall Ponds, and Greens adjacent, where 


Geele reſort. 

It would alſo be conducive to the general 
welfare, if Cottages were erected at the 
expence of the Pariſh, whenever a Man 
requires it for eſtabliſhing a Family, and 
a bit of ground for a Garden, to cach 
Cottage, ſhould be allotted, for the conve- 


nience of the Family, where they might 
_ cultivate Potatoes, or other Vegetables. 


There 


Fe £0 


There are Some Gentlemen who conſider 
Cottagers as a nuance, but whatever trivial 
inconveniences they may feel, or imagine, 
The well-being of the State requires Go- 
vernment to hold out its foſtering hand, to 
this valuable rank of Men. 


It is faid Cottagers have no claim to any 
equrvalent, or recompence, on encloſing 
Commons, as the /t;2h/ of Commonage 1s orly 
in the Preehbolder, and the Cottager enjoys 
it merely from indulgence : If this is the 
Principle on which Encloſures of Commons 
are made, it is not ſurprizing that they 
ſhould be productive of fo much diſcontent : 
It ſhould be remembered % PYſufion is 
a right on which % Property hinges. 


The People have often felt the neceſſities 
of the State, real or ſuppoſed, preſs upon 
Them; It would be wiſe to ſhew, that the 
Pooreſt of their quiet and induſtrious Mem- 
bers are the Objects of the Parental Care of 
Government. 
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If the late Scarcity was, in any degree, 
occaſioned by the barbarous and inhuman 
avarice of HoJders-up-of-Corn, wholeiome 
Laws are neceſlary, to prevent the diſtreſs 
of the People, by ſuch miſcreants, who are 
equally deaf to the cries of the Poor, 
and to the dictates of that benevolent 
Religion, which they profeſs, and are 


only to be moved by the /everity of 


the Law. 
But here again, how can Knowledge 
be ' obtained ? but by an Inveſtigation of 


the quantity of Grain actually in the 
Country, and the Number of People to 


conſume it. 
Suppoſe 

For all theſe reaſons, proper Perſons, 
being Members of either Houſe of Par- 
liament, voluntarily offering themſelves, 
be appointed by His Majeſty, by Act of 
Parliament, to be Commullioners for Inſpec- 
tion of Proviſions, which Commiſſioners 
are without delay to make choice of com- 
petent Perſons, at. a reaſonable recom- 
pence 


EO, 

pence, to be joined to the Clergyman 
of every Parith, to take an account of 
the Inmates of every Houſe, their ex, 
and age, and of the quantity of Grain, 
other than for their own uſe and con- 
ſamption, in poffeſſion of every Perſon in 
that Pariſh, whether threſhed, or un- 
threſhed, ground or unground; The un- 
threſhed to be determined by admeaſure- 
ment of the Stack, or Barn, without 
charge, and at the leaſt poſſible 1ncon- 
venicnce to the Proprietor: and the 
expected produce to be calculated as well 
as may be. The quantity of threſhed 
Corn, as well as Flour, to be taken, 
from the cſrimate of the Proprictor, to the 
beſt of his knowledge and belief, of which 
he ſhall make oath, if required: in caſe of 
the Proprietor's refuſal to give ſuch an Eſti- 
mate, the Corn, or Flour, may be meaſured. 
Every Perſon ſo poſſeſſing Grain, or 
Flour, &c. ſhall give an account to the 
Clergyman, once every Week at the leaſt, 
of the quantity %, the price fold at, 
1 5 and 
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and to whom ſold; and Bakers of the 
quantity expended ; which ſhall he entered 
by the Clergyman, or His Clerk, in two 
printed Papers, to be ſupplied, for the 
Purpoſe, by the Commiſiioners of Inſpection ; 
One of which papers ſhall be affixed to 


The Church Door for General Information; 
The other tranſmitted to The Commitii- 
oners by the General Poſt. Frank-free. 


In like manner, all Perſons purchaſing 
the neceſlaries of Life, other than for their 
own uſe and conſumption, ſhall give to 
the Clergyman, once every week at the 
leaſt, An Account of the Quan'ily bought, 
the Price bought at, and of whom bought. 
And all Perſons felling the neceſlaries of 
Life, except by relail, which ſhall he 
underſtood to comprehend every quantity 
not more than a Man's Load, ſhall give 
an Account of the quantity /o/d, to whom 
ſold, and the Price ſold at, which Accounts 
thall, in like manner, be entered in two 

printed 


1 


printed Papers and diſpoſed of, in the 
manner before mentioned. 


In caſe either the Purchaſer or Seller 
does not belong to the Pariſh, He ſhall 
give his name, alude, and deſignation upon 
oath to the Clergyman, who ſhall be em- 
powered to adminiſter the oath accordingly. 


The Commilſlioners of Inſpection ſhall 
appoint Committees, of their own Mem- 
bers, for every County, which Committees 
may, from time to time, add, as their 
Aſſociates, any other Perſons, in the Com- 
. mitfton of the Peace, or of reſpectable 
Characters in the County; ſuch Aflociates, 
voluntarily offering themſelves, to be 
choſen by Ballot of the Members of the 
Committee for the County, after, at 
leaſt, a Weeks notice given to the ſaid 
Members, in caſe the whole Committee are 
not preſent: theſe Aſſociates may be re- 
moved by ballot of 2-3ds of the Com- 
nuttee for The County. 


No 
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No Commiſſioner, or Aſſociate, to have 
any perquiſite, or emolument from his 
office; as no Perſon, unwilling gratuitoufly 
to beſtow his labours for the benefit of 


the Poor, can be a fit Perſon for this 


truſt. 


The Committees with their Aſſociates 
ſhall propoſe as ſoon as may be after the 
Quantity of Grain on hand is determined, 
a Maximum Price in each Cuy, or Diſtrict 
if thought requiſite, for Every Mane, or 
Week, in the Year, which Jluximun, if 
approved by the Commyſioners o Inſpection, 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and it ſhall be Felony 
without benefit of Clergy, to fell at a 


higher price than the Maimm, which ſhall 


be afhxed at a liberal price to the Grower, 
not leſs than ſhillings, nor excecding 
ſimillings, per Wincheſter Buſhel : the 
monthly, or weekly, increaſe in the Moaximun 
to be rated by Intereſt at 5 per Cent per 
Annum, and a full Allowance for Waſte. 


The 


(' 23.) 
The Maximum is not to be conſtrued as 
fixing the Current Price of Grain, but only 
as preventing an exorbitant Price. 


Whenever the Grain, in any County, ſhall 
appear to be to diminithed, as not to amount 
to the confumplion of three months, applica- 
tion ſhall be made, by the Committee of the 
County, to the Commiſſioners of Inſpection, 
for a Supply. 


After the 1ſt June, 1796, The Commiſ- 
ſioners may require all the Grain, &c. in 
poſſeſſion of any Individual, above what may 
be reaſonably reſerved for his own conſump- 
tion, on paying the higheſt Maximum. 


The Bounty at pretent payable on ex- 
portation of Corn, ſhall be paid by the 
Commiſſioners, or Committees, on all Britiſh 
Wheat delivered to them at 
ſhillings. NIE 

Whatever Foreign Wheat is imported, 
ſhall be limited to ſhillings below 
the Maainii Price of Engliſh Wheat; and 


aft 


Ein 
at that rate all Foreign V\ heat imported at 
Publick Expence, or purchaſed for tlic 
Publick, ſhall be iſſued, without any regard 
to the Price at which it was bought. 


Every Perſon having more than to 
Children living with the Family, ſhall, 
if required, be ſerved, at the Publick 
Expence, with Bread for every Child 
above 7wo. at the rate of 2 Quartern 
Loaves per week for cach. 


The Commiſſioners of II. M. Treaſury 
to ſupply to the Commiſſioners of In- 
ſpection, the Sums neceflary for carry- 
ing this Act into FEifect, and thall be 
authoriſed to iſſuc Exchequer Bills to that 
amount, to be provided for by Parliament. 


All Perſons, oppoſing the execution of 
this Act, ſhall be held guilry of a high 
crime and miſdemeanour, and puniſhed 
for ſuch Offence on conviction. 


As 


4 3 3 


As it is equally neceſſary to take effectual 
meaſures, by the ſpeedy and rigorous execu- 
tion of Juſtice on Delinquents, for prevent- 
ing riotous Mobs, from impeding the 
tranſportation of Grain, from Place to Place, 
or otherwiſe moleſting His Majeſty's peace- 
able Subjects in the legal proſecution of 
their buſineſs, and enjoyment of their rights: 
A Special Commiſſion ſhould as ſoon as may 
be within the Week after ſuch riotous mobs, 
if any occurs, be held for the trial of Perſons 
ſo accuſed, and if found guilty, the Sentence 
carried into immediate Execution. 


That no time may be loſt in ſecuring a a 
ſufficiency of Grain, The Commiſſioners of 
His Majeſty's Treaſury ſhould be immedi- 
ately authoriſed to contract for ample pro- 
viſion of Wheat in Foreign Parts, that 
this Country, if The Quantity imported 
be more than wanted for home Conſumption, 
and the Diſtillery, may become the Granary 
to {ſupply other Countries. 


The 


(-3S- 
The Foreign Corn thould be ſuhjected 
to the inſpection of Phyſicians, to be afſured 
that it is fit for food: and the Comiſitoners 


of Inſpection ſhould be authoriſed to order 


experiments to be made, for meliorating 
ſuch as is deemed unfit for bread, that it may 
be found whether it can be ſafely uſed in 
any other way for food of Man : or for 
the food of Animals, inſtead of other Grain, 
beſides Wheat, applicable to the ſuſtenance 


of Man. 


It will be expedient to take every pre- 
caution that Grain, brought from Foreign 
Parts, ſhall be properly prepared before 
Shipping; and well ſtowed, on board, to 
prevent its heating. Perhaps Men of War 
without their guns, and under-maſted, might 
be conveniently uſed, for bringing Corn. 


2d Nov. 1795. 


